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had been short, he turned off, and, striking the river Warrego, 
followed it down until he struck the Darling itself, above Fort Bourke. 

By this journey, Mr. Landsborough has not only made a most 
important addition to our geographical knowledge, but has practi- 
cally accelerated in a remarkable degree the formation of a 
Northern settlement. 

With regard to the first, he has taught us that Sturt's Desert 
extends but a short distance eastwards, and that between it and 
the foot of the eastern chains of mountains, spreads a fine pastoral 
country, watered by rivers which find an outlet in lakes to the 
south-west ; whilst, more unexpected still, the water-parting be- 
tween those streams trending southward and those which flow 
north to the Gulf of Carpentaria, proves to be scarcely more than 
20 miles in width, and may be crossed at an elevation of about a 
thousand feet. 

As to the second point, already, stock are being driven from 
New South Wales to these fresh pastures, and the best-informed 
newspapers here predict that, before another year shall have 
elapsed, the whole continent east of the 140th degree will be 
mapped out and occupied for grazing purposes. 

It may appear strange that, with large tracts within the limits 
of existing settlements yet but nominally stocked, the exodus of 
Tropical Australia should be so rapid ; but the rainfall of the 
new country is believed to be heavier and more regular than on 
the Darling ; and at the same time the Australian air is so com- 
paratively dry, even in the Tropics, and the all-pervading forests 
of gum-trees so open and free from jungle, that the climate is far 
healthier and more endurable by European constitutions than in 
similar low latitudes in other portions of the globe. 

Moreover, the prospect of easy access to the sea on the north 
coast is a great attraction to squatters ; so much so, that plans for 
a city at the mouth of the Albert River have assumed something 
like a definite shape, and are encouraged, I believe, by the 
Queensland authorities. 



6. — Extracts of a Despatch from His Excellency Sir George 
Bowen, f.r.g.s., to the Duke op Newcastle, f.r.g.s., in 
reference to the Voyage of Captain Norman, and the Routes 
of Mr. Landsborough and Mr. Walker, dated Queensland, 
March 15, 1862. 

I HAVE the happiness to report that Her Majesty's Colonial 
Steamer Victoria, Captain Norman, anchored yesterday in More- 
ton Bay, on its return from the exploring expedition to the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 
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[Here follow certain details connected with the Expeditions of 
Messrs. Landsborough and Walker, which it is unnecessary to 
recapitulate after the full abstracts of their journals already 
given.] 

Captain Norman informs me that the mouths of the Eivers 
Albert and Flinders, like those of most other rivers in Australia, 
are obstructed by bars, on which there are only 4 or 5 feet of 
water at low tide, with from 8 to 12 feet rise and fall. Both 
these rivers, however, are noble streams, navigable for above 
30 miles for vessels of considerable burden. In all human pro- 
bability English settlements will arise on their banks at no distant 
period, and will form the outlets of the rich pastoral and agricul- 
tural country of the neighbouring interior. The climate of this 
district, though very warm, appears to be very healthy. 

Captain Norman advises me again to press on Her Majesty's 
Government the urgent necessity which exists, in the interests of 
humanity and of the general commerce of the empire at large, for 
the formation of a settlement at Cape York, and for the com- 
pletion of the survey of the north-eastern coast of Australia by 
means of a small steamer. But I have addressed your Grace 
at length respecting these two undertakings in several previous 
despatches, stating at the same time how liberally the Govern- 
ment of Queensland is ready to contribute towards the expenses 
of both. 



Extracts from a Despatch of Sir G. Bowen to the Duke OP 
Newcastle, dated 12th April, 1862. 

It has been suggested that, inasmuch as the rainfall on the north- 
eastern coast of Australia occurs at a season when the territory 
skirting the southern portion of the Gulf of Carpentaria generally 
appears to suffer from drought, it is probable that a system of 
migratory settlement may be adopted, with advantage to the flocks 
and herds, which will eventually occupy both regions. A belt of 
table-land would seem to stretch from east to west, between the 
18th and 19th parallels of south latitude, and in the mountain 
barrier which separates it from the plains of the seaboard, are the 
sources of most of the affluents of the Albert, Nicholson, Flinders, 
and of the other rivers flowing into the Gulf. Messrs. Burke and 
Wills, as well as Mr. Landsborough, crossed this table-land, and 
were much struck with the beauty of its landscape, the richness of 
its vegetation, the amenity of its climate, and the indications 
which it presents of the existence of mineral wealth. Although it 
is within the tropics, its elevation is sufficient to ensure a mild 
temperature ; while the peculiar formation of the country, with 
deep basins surrounded by chains of hills, would render compara- 



